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Drawing parallels to the dramatic impact of the AIDS pandemic on global health and social research on 
health issues during the late 20th century, this presentation examines global warming as a growing force that 
is likely to significantly impact global health and social research on it during the 21st century.  With an 
emphasis on the key features of global warming and the multiple ways continuing climate change is already 
beginning to affect morbidity and mortality patterns around the plant—including food insufficiency and 
malnutrition, the spread of infectious diseases, the frequency of occurrence of violent storms, breakdowns in 
potable water availability, rising rates of Allergies and lung problems, creation of environmental refugees, 
and the occurrence of new types of disease interactions—the presentation envisions changes needed in 
social research to respond to the pressing ecohealth challenges of the new century. 
 
Merrill Singer, PhD is a Senior Research Scientist at the Center for Health, Intervention and Prevention and 
the Center for Health Communication and Marketing at the University of Connecticut and is a Research 
Associate at the Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS at Yale University.  He is affiliated with the 
Center for the Elimination of Health Disparities among Latinos (UCONN), the Center for Health 
Communication and Management (UCONN), the Institut Interuniversitaire de Recherche (Haiti), and the 
Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS (Yale). 
 
This lecture is co-sponsored by the Department of Anthropology and the Population Health Intervention 
Research Centre.   
 
The Health and Society Seminar Series is sponsored by the Population Health Intervention Research Centre 
(www.ucalgary.ca/PHIRC).  We’d like it to reflect a range of perspectives and interests.   We welcome 
participation.  Please contact Lindsay Bradshaw, at ph (403) 210 9316; or by email bradshaw@ucalgary.ca if 
you have any ideas or suggestions.  
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