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Revising for Dangling Participles

A participle is a form of a verb. In English there are two main types of participles. 1) the present
participle is based on the present tense of a verb and typically ends in -ing. 2) the past participle
is based on the past tense of a verb and typically ends in -ed (although many verbs have
irregular past participle forms). In terms of grammar, participles are modifiers. This means that
participles function like adjectives by modifying (describing) a noun or pronoun. A dangling
participle is a grammatical error that occurs when a participial is not clearly connected to the
noun it's supposed to modify. This handout contains challenge exercises for identifying dangling
participles and revision strategies to help correct this grammatical error.

Identifying Dangling Participles: Challenge
Identify which two of the following seven examples are entirely grammatically correct.

(Hint: examples 4 and 5 contain identical sentences, but only one is correct. Do you see why?)
1. Walking to the beach, the clouds were menacing.

2. Having raised tuition two years in a row, students are racking up debt.

3. By raising tuition, students are forced into debt.

4. The university must make tough decisions. By raising tuition, it restricts access to education.
5. Tuition increases are a problem. By raising tuition, it restricts access to education.

6. By raising tuition, the university restricts access to education.

How did you do on the exercise? If you identified example numbers 4 and 6 as correct, bravo.
The other examples are problematic because they do not clearly indicate the subject (who or
what is performing the action) of the participle. In other words, the participle (action) is
dangling because it is not anchored with an agent (subject). Getting rid of dangling participles
will make your writing clear, precise, and grammatical.
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Three Revision Strategies
Below are three revision strategies for dangling participles. Using one of these strategies can
help your reader clearly understand who or what is modified by the participle in a sentence.
Strategy 1:
Specify the Agent in the Participial Phrase.
Write the sentence using this pattern: Clause containing participle, [subject of the participle] ...
Example:

Dangling participle: “Running through the woods, the coat caught on a tree.”

In the sentence above, the participle is dangling because the sentence implies that the coat is
the subject of the participle. In other words, it suggests that it was the coat running through the
woods. Next is a corrected sentence that makes the subject of the participle clear:

Correction: “Running through the woods, | caught my coat on a tree”

Strategy 2:
Replace the dangling participle with a subject and verb.
Rewrite the sentence to replace the participle with a subject and finite verb.
Example:
Dangling participle: “Tired from the trip, the hotel looked especially inviting.

In the sentence above, the participle is dangling because the sentence implies that the hotel is
the subject of the participle (i.e. that the hotel is tired from the trip). Next is a corrected
sentence that makes the sentence clear by replacing the past participle form (tired) with a
subject and verb.

Correction: “Because she was tired from the trip, the hotel looked especially inviting.”

Strategy 3:
Adjust the placement of the participle.

Rewrite the sentence so that the placement of the participle makes it clear what subject the
participle modifies.

Example:
Dangling Participle: “Driving through the mountains, the view was beautiful.”

In the sentence above, the participle is dangling because the sentence implies that the view is
the subject of the participle (i.e. that the view is driving). Next is a corrected sentence that
makes the sentence clear by embedding the participle phrase within the sentence.

Correction: “The view, while we were driving through the mountains, was beautiful”.

Page 2 of 4



Challenge Exercise

The the four problem sentences below are taken from a student’s analysis of a speech. In this
case, logical agent (or “doer” of the action) would be the speaker. Try to correct the sentences
to remove the dangling participle.

1. By placing the thesis in the last sentence of the introduction, it presents a strong that sums
up the entire speech.

2. By talking briefly about the company’s history, the audience gets the background they need
to understand the speaker’s points.

3. Through opening with the coin toss that occurred to decide the company’s name, this gets
the audience’s attention.

4. By organizing the points in the body paragraph from strongest to weakest, this places
importance on the beginning points.
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Solution Key

How did you do on the exercise? The solution Key below provides some potential revisions for
the exercise sentences.

Note: there is more than one way to correct a dangling participle, so don’t worry if your
answers do not match the suggested corrections.

Corrected sentences:

1. By placing the thesis in the last sentence of the introduction, the speaker presents a strong
that sums up the entire speech. ..

2. The audience gets the background they need to understand the speaker’s points because
the speaker talks briefly about the company’s history.

3. The speaker gets the audience’s attention through opening with the coin toss that occurred
to decide the company’s name.

4. The speaker, by organizing the points in the body paragraph from strongest to weakest,
places importance on the beginning points.
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