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Before Using GenAI:
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• Ensure use of AI is permitted for your 
course!

• Not sure where to find this info?
• →Consult the Course Outline/Syllabus

• →Ask your professor 



Exploring ChatGPT

3

• 1) ChatGPT – A Brief History

• 2) Pitfalls

• 3) Considerations Going Forward
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ChatGPT – A Brief History
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GPT 3.5

GPT 4

o3

GPT 5.2

talks like a helpful assistant

can analyze images, has 
improved “thinking” 

Prioritizes reasoning over 
instant response

An “Agentic” model

NOV. 2022

MAR. 2023

APR. 2025

DEC. 2025



ChatGPT – A Brief History
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ChatGPT – A Brief History
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(as long as your question 
fell within its training data)

- Often made things up 
(“hallucinated”)



ChatGPT – A Brief History
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ChatGPT – A Brief History
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ChatGPT – A Brief History
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ChatGPT – A Brief History
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ChatGPT – A Brief History
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AUTONOMY
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ChatGPT Now – An Agentic Model

https://openai.com/index/introducing-gpt-5-2/

New autonomous 
functionality in GPT-5
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ChatGPT Now – An Agentic Model

Minor example of what users can expect in a single prompt:



But, of course, there are 
tradeoffs…

The costs to you as a student for using ChatGPT in this capacity
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ChatGPT Now – An Agentic Model

Cognitive Offloading Using Agent function of AI:

Benefit: Save ~3.5 hours

Potential Cost:



17

ChatGPT Now – An Agentic Model

https://chatgpt.com/pricing/



Prompting GenAI Effectively
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• 1) ChatGPT – A Brief History

• 2) Pitfalls 

• 3) Considerations Going Forward



ChatGPT (and other LLMs) are Sycophants

19https://thezvi.substack.com/p/gpt-4o-is-an-absurd-sycophant
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ChatGPT (and other LLMs) are Sycophants
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ChatGPT (and other LLMs) are Sycophants



People-pleasing Chatbots Propagate User Bias
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Note: adapted from https://towardsdatascience.com/how-your-prompts-lead-ai-astray/

The natural tendency of LLMs is to CONFIRM what it thinks you believe, 
i.e. to validate you, the user...

So… you should be careful to NOT expect AI to question or correct any of 
your assumptions
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Fabricated 
legislation… was 
never a real Act

People-pleasing Chatbots Propagate User Bias
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Fabricated 
legislation… was 
never a real Act

People-pleasing Chatbots Propagate User Bias

Rather than correcting your false 

premise, the Chatbot will often 

“hallucinate” plausible sounding 

references and summaries to achieve 

what you’ve asked it



Prompting GenAI Effectively
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• 1) ChatGPT – A Brief History

• 2) Pitfalls 
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Considerations Going Forward

• ChatGPT and other Chatbots are more powerful than ever

• Their Utility to you as a student is limited by:

• Your creativity and imagination

• Your DISCRETION and CRITICAL THINKING



Additional Resources

UCalgary Centre for Artificial Intelligence Ethics, Literacy and Integrity: CAIELI
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https://library.ucalgary.ca/services/caieli
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Thank You for Your Attention!

Questions? 

Michael Turingan, MSc
Writing Tutor | Chancellor Cuthbertson Student Success Centre
michael.turingan@ucalgary.ca
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