
 
 
 
GFC Principles for Setting the Academic Schedule: 
 
• The annual academic schedule will be shown to begin  with the start of the Fall term 

and conclude with the end of the Summer term 
• There shall be a minimum of 60 days of instruction up to a maximum of 62 days of 

instruction in each of the Fall and Winter terms. Within these limits, where possible, 
the schedule should balance the days of the week, Monday to Friday, available for 
instruction 

• Courses taught regularly on Saturdays during Fall and Winter will normally meet 
11times for 3.5 hours (for a 3 unit course) 

• There will be a minimum of 10 days for final exams in each of the Fall and Winter 
terms 

• There will be a minimum of two (2) calendar days between the last day of classes and 
the first day of final exams in each of the Fall and Winter terms 

• Block week will be held at the beginning of the Fall and Winter terms. Where possible 
it should be a continuous five days, which may include a Saturday. 

• There will be a Summer term that has a maximum of 62 days of instruction with two 
(2) embedded intersessions (Spring and Summer), which normally have a maximum 
31 days of instruction each. There will be no formal block week in Summer term but, 
with approval, courses may be scheduled in a block format. 

• There will be a seven-day (Sunday through Saturday) break in the Fall term that 
coincides with Remembrance Day.  

• There will be a seven-day (Sunday through Saturday) reading break in the Winter 
term, that coincides with the Alberta Family Day holiday. 

• There will be a break between the Spring and Summer intersessions between three 
(3) to five (5) days and will include the exam period for Spring intersession courses. 

• The Doctor of Medicine (MD) program in the Cumming School of Medicine has a 
separate academic schedule structured to ensure an adequate number of instructional 
days required for each component of the MD program. 

• The Juris Doctor (JD) program in the Faculty of Law and the Doctor of Veterninary 
Medicine (DVM) program in the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine   will generally follow 
the Academic Schedule of the University, but may have classes commence and 
conclude up to a week outside the approved schedule. The Faculties of Law and 
Veterinary Medicine adhere to the University requirement for minimum days of 
instruction. 

• The Qatar Faculty will generally follow the Academic Schedule of the University, but 
will reflect some different dates within a term, including start, end and holiday dates, 
due to local customs and convention. The Faculty of Qatar adheres to the University 
requirement for minimum days of instruction. 

• The University will maintain a rolling five-year academic schedule. GFC will be 
presented with an opportunity to review the existing academic schedules and approve 
the next year in the rolling schedule annually. 

 


