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What is an Annotated Bibliography?

An annotated bibliography is a piece of work that helps clearly organize
research sources by listing the reference citation followed by a concise
paragraph that summarizes and evaluates the source.

It is used to aid researchers in understanding a topic and helps to
effectively assess a source’s value and credibility. It often connects the
topic to other literature or highlighting areas of strength and weakness.

As an assignment, it is a useful tool in helping students focus their topic
and build a stronger research foundation for specific, and future,
essays.



Before you begin...

Clarify: I

* The citation style of the I
assignment (APA, MLA, Chicago,
etc) Reference

* The number of sources required

* If any specific source types are
required

* Any other information provided
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Getting started

After clarifying any questions
about the assighment, start
thinking about the topic and
which direction or focus the
assignment will take.

Having a well-defined topic and
even a topic statement or thesis
will help keep research focused.
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Where do | find sources?

Where to find sources

A few places to start are:

* University of Calgary Libraries (We
have more than one!)
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* https://library.ucalgary.ca/

L g —— 4 00
I ¥ * Online scholarly journal databases
(JSTOR, Google Scholar, Wiley

Online Library)

e Calgary Public Libraries
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How do | know if the source is reliable?

A good source must be:
* Credible

* Are the sources peer-reviewed or written
by experts?

 Suitable/Relevant

* Are the sources related to the topic being
studied? Are they current? Do they
include relevant methods and theories
that can be applied to the topic?

* Have variety

* Are there a variety of sources researched
to provide a full perspective on the topic?




Assessing the source

* Glance through the abstract, introduction, preface, and conclusion.
* Does the source cover the topic you are researching?

* Read and note the main arguments/perspectives.

* Note the findings and conclusions.

* What methodology, theories or frameworks were used?

* What are the strength/weaknesses of the source?

* Note any other information or questions.



Parts of an Annotated Bibliography

* Each source annotation will have 2 parts:
1) Citation

2) Annotation



Part 1) Citation

* This section includes the reference information for the source being
evaluated.

* The citation needs to be formatted according to the instructor or
assignment’s preference (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc.).

* Different resources are available to help cite sources appropriately:
* https://ucalgary.ca/student-services/student-success/writing-support
e https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/

Both sites have handouts and online resources on different citation
styles used in Annotated Bibliographies. No need to fear.
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Citation Examples

EXAMPLE: Differences in Citation Styles

The image below shows bibliographic citations in four common styles. Notice
that they contain author name, article title, journal title, publication year, and
information about volume, issue, and pages. Notice also the small differences in
punctuation, order of the elements, and formatting that do make a difference.

APA;
Rosenhan, D. L. (1973). On Being Sane in Insane Places. Science, 178(4070), 250-258. doi: 10.1126/science. 179.4070.250

Chicago:
Rosenhan, D. L. "On Being Sane in Insane Places.” Science 179, no. 4070 (1973): 250-58. doi: 10.1126/science. 179.4070.250.

MLA:
Rosenhan, David L. “On Being Sane in Insane Places.” Science 179.4070 (1973): 250-258. Web. 4 May 2016

AMA:
Rosenhan DL. On being sane in insane places. Science. 1973, 179(4070):250-258. doi:10.1126/science. 179.4070.250

Differences between citation practices occur mainly in formatting.
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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https://press.rebus.community/literaturereviewsedunursing/chapter/chapter-6-documenting-sources/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

Part 2) Annotation

* This section is where the information gathered and learned can be
used be expanded into written form.

* The annotation paragraph should include:
* A brief summary of the text
* An analysis/evaluation/findings section

* A discussion of the relevance of the text to the proposed project
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Summary

* This part of the annotation paragraph provides a brief, paraphrased
summary of a source’s important contents. It is only a few sentences but
can determine the length of the annotation.

* Answer questions like:
* What is the main idea or topic of the source?
* What are the main arguments?

* What type of study, concepts, methods or theories were used?
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Analysis/Evaluation/Findings

* This section is important to make connections about the source.

* Questions to consider:
* |Is the source reliable? Is the author credible? Is it peer-reviewed?
* Does it connect to any of the other sources researched?
* What important findings does it contribute to the topic?

* Are there any bias or is the source objective?
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Relevance

* This part of the annotation paragraph is used to present how a source
is valuable to the proposed paper.

* Questions to consider:
* |s the source helpful in developing or supporting the assignment topic?
* Does it shape the argument in a different way?

* How can it be used to guide further research?
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Annotation Example

Seuss, Dr. Oh, the Places You’ll Go! Random House, 1990.

A8

Dr Seuss’s Oh, the Places You’ll Go! is an inspirational text that Author s consed under CC5Y
. . . https://creativecommons.org/
encourages readers to embrace the journey of life. Seuss’s unique icenes/oy/30/ g

rhyming style develops themes like ambition, challenge, and
perseverance. Its illustrations and use of other literary devices, such as
metaphor and tone, have made it a popular motivational gift at life
events. This text is valuable in understanding how children’s literature
can impart lessons in a simple way, for both children and adults. It is
also important for the way the text shapes the readers’ beliefs in
dreams and goals and the hard work and resilience needed to chase
them. It is also useful in approaching discussions about emotions and
mental health in younger children.
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https://www.prindleinstitute.org/books/oh-the-places-youll-go/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

Annotation Example — Broken down

This text is
valuable in understanding how children’s literature can impart lessons in a simple way,

for both children and adults. It is also important for the way the text shapes the readers’
beliefs in dreams and goals and the hard work and resilience needed to chase them. It is

also useful in approaching discussions about emotions and mental health in younger
children.

Relevance
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Useful Resources

U of C’s Student Success Centre’s Writing Centre Handouts:
* Using Sources Effectively

* Organizing Sources
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Keep Calm and Write On!

Visit Writing Support in the Student Success Centre to learn more
about how we can help support your academic journey!

https://ucalgary.ca/student-services/student-success/writing-support
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