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Few	 historical	 analyses	 and	 interpretations	 of	 Western	 science	 and	
medicine	 have	 been	 more	 politically	 and	 ethically	 charged	 than	 those	
concerning	 the	 nature	 and	 implications	 of	 the	 periods	 of	 German	
Imperialism	and	National	Socialism.	This	course	traces	the	succession	of	
different	cultural	and	political	contexts	and	analyzes	 the	role	of	science	
since	 the	 Wilhelminian	 Empire,	 the	 establishment	 of	 academic	 hierar-
chies,	and	anti-Semitic	tendencies	in	German	science	during	this	period.		

	

Readings	include:	John	Cornwall.		Hitler’s	Scientists.	New	York:	
Penguin,	2004.	
	

	


