
 
 

27th History of Medicine Days 2018 
   Friday, March 2nd, 2018 

 

   Programme  

   

7:30am   Registration, HMRB Atrium 
& Continental Breakfast, HRIC Atrium 

  -Libin Theatre- 

8:30 am Welcome: Dr. Frank W. Stahnisch - Conference Chair 

8:35 am Greeting Addresses: Dr. Jon Meddings - Dean, Cumming School of Medicine 
  Dr. Richard Sigurdson - Dean, Faculty of Arts  
8:45 am Introduction: HMD’s Conference and History of Medicine in Calgary 

Dr. Frank W. Stahnisch - AMF/Hannah Professorship in the History 
of Medicine and Health Care  

SESSION 1 – “Ancient Wisdoms and Digressions”  
Learning Objectives: appreciation of the cultural and environmental context of 
the medical approaches in the ancient world. 

 -Libin Theatre- 
9:00 am – 9:45 am  Chair: Dr. Peter Toohey - Department of Classics & Religion, 

University of Calgary 

1. Herophilus the Butcher: The Social context of Human Vivisection in Ptolemaic Alexandria  
– Bianca Grier (University of Toronto) 

2. Melancholia and Madness: The Beginnings of the History of “Manic-Depressive Insanity” 
– Krystal Marlier (University of Calgary) 

3. Aloe Vera throughout Antiquity: An Exploration of Dermatological Applications – 
Tarannum (Tara) Syed (Northern Ontario School of Medicine) 

9:45 am – 10:15 am   Coffee Break 
HMRB Atrium 

SESSION 2 – “Medical Education in History” 
Learning Objectives: an introduction to assessment and evaluation of progress 
in medical education over the past 3 centuries. 

         -Libin Theatre- 
10:15 am – 11:15 am Chair: Dr. Lesley Bolton – Department of Classics & Religion, University 

of Calgary 

4. William Cullen: A Hero of Scottish Medicine – Daniel McCormack (University of Calgary) 

5. The Flexner Report: Looking Back to the Past and Towards the Future – Tehmina Ahmad 
& Nadia Gabarin (University of Toronto)   



 
 

27th History of Medicine Days 2018 
   Friday, March 2nd, 2018 

 

   Programme  

   

6. “Embryo-Physicians” – Quantitative and Qualitative Analyses of the University of 
Ottawa’s First Medical School Cohorts, 1951-1955 – Gayle Wong (University of Ottawa) 

7. Narrative Medicine in Canadian Medical Education: A Survey – Ashna Asim (Queens 
University) 

11:15 am – 11:30am    Break 

SESSION 3 – “Deadly Epidemics and the Long Way to Vaccination” 
Learning Objectives: creating an ability to discern and evaluate the arguments 
and concerns put forward by various communities pro and contra vaccination 
programs in the history of epidemiology and public health. 

 -Libin Theatre- 
11:30 am – 12:00 Chair: Dr. Guido van Marle - Department of Microbiology, 

Immunology and Infectious Diseases, University of Calgary  

8. The Rhetoric of Variolation in Eighteenth-Century England and Implications for Modern 
Immunization Campaign Strategies – Joanne Holland-Barnes (University of Calgary) 

9. Kingston’s Spanish Influenza Experience: A Surprisingly Misunderstood Story – Andrew 
Belyea (Queens University)  

12:00 pm                Keynote Lecture & Discussion 
 

Learning Objectives: discussing and assessing the influences of work-
biographical factors and age-related experiences on the writing and 
interpretation of medical and public health history. 

 -Libin Theatre-         Chair: Dr. Frank W. Stahnisch 

 “Triangulating autobiography, nostalgia and the history of 
contemporary medicine as a path to graceful ageing” 

Dr. Professor Thomas Söderqvist 
Emeritus Founding Director of Medical Museion, Faculty of Health Sciences,  

University of Copenhagen, Denmark 

(in conjunction with the Calgary History of Medicine Society, the C.–S.T.E.M.S. Project, 
the History of Neuroscience Interest Group, and the O’Brien Institute for Public Health) 

1:30 pm – 2:30 pm   Hot Buffet Lunch 
HRIC Atrium 
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SESSION 4 – “Sex, Gender and Health in the 20th Century” 
Learning Objectives: understanding the impact of the sex-gender-equation on 
modern health care and medical contexts. 

  -Libin Theatre- 
2:30 pm – 3:15 pm Chair: Dr. Whitney Wood – Calgary Institute for the Humanities, 

University of Calgary 

10. Between Scylla and Charybdis: The Birth of Maternal-Fetal Medicine and the Evolving Concept of 
Fetal Rights – Robin Liu (University of Western Ontario) 

11. A Panel Decision for Every Woman: History of Abortions and the Therapeutic Abortion 
Committee in London, Ontario, 1969-1988 – Michael Chen (University of Western 
Ontario) 

3:15 pm – 3:45 pm   Coffee Break 
HMRB Atrium 

SESSION 5 – “Medical Representations in the Arts” 
Learning Objectives: creating an understanding for the material and visual basis 
of knowledge and clinical practice in modern experimental medicine and medical 
education 

  -Libin Theatre- 
 3:45 pm – 4:30 pm Chair: Professor Anu Ghobin – Department of Fine Arts, University of 

Calgary 

12. Depiction of Illness Through Art in Hospitals: A Closer Look at the Isenheim Altarpiece – 
Juliana Sunavsky (Queens University) 

13. Murder, Mystery, and Medicine: An Examination of the Doctors behind Sherlock Holmes 
and their Influence on  Pathology in Late 19th-Century Scotland – Matthew Roche 
(University of Western Ontario) 

14. The Electrocardiogram and Cubism: Art and Medicine at the Turn of the 20th Century – 
Hissan Butt (Queens University)  
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SESSION 6 – “Global Health: Movement, Migration and Medicine” 

Learning Objectives: seeks to create understanding for the medical 
developments that have shaped the evolution of global health facilities and 
institutions during the past 2 centuries. 

 -Libin Theatre- 
4:30 pm – 5:15 pm Chair: Dr. Lindsay McLaren, O'Brien Institute for Public Health, 

University of Calgary 

15. From Cuba to Colon: Military Physicians Fighting Yellow Fever – John Pan (University of 
Western Ontario) 

16. Instruments of Delivery: A Critical Assessment of Transportation Infrastructure Used 
During Arctic Health Patrols and Surveys in the 1950s and 1960s – Benjamin Sasges 
(University of Calgary) 

17. “The Ignorance of the People is a Principle Obstacle”: Race, Knowledge and Power in the 
Relationship of US-American Colonial Public Health to Global Health in Haiti from 1915 to 
2016 – Elliott M. Reichardt (Cambridge University, United Kingdom) 

5:15 pm – 5:30 pm   Break 
 

5:30 - 6:00 pm    Special Feature - Award Session 
-Libin Theatre- 

Michael and Michelle Williams Award in Science,  
Technology, Environment, and Medicine Studies 

Chairs: Dr. Frank W. Stahnisch and  
Dr. Michael Williams – Department of Computer Science  

Bestowment of Certificate and Project Presentation by the 2018 Graduate Student Awardee  

Michael & Michelle Williams Award Recipient – University of Calgary 

6:00 pm   Hot Buffet Dinner 
HRIC Atrium 

Prior Registration Required 
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