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Introduction

The World Health Organization revealed in 2002 the report
Active ageing: A policy framework [1] describing active
aging as the “process of optimizing opportunities for
health, participation and security in order to enhance
quality of life as people age” [1]. According to the 2012
Eurobarometer (report of a survey of European citizens ) on
active aging active ageing has many facets such as ability of
older people to be employed, to contribution actively to
society as volunteers and family carers and the ability to
live independently made possible through suitable housing
and infrastructure [2]. The same report notes however that
the dynamic of living longer, of ageing longer is seen as a
threat instead of an achievement and that older people are
seen to be a burden to the working-age population[2].

ODbjective

One objective of this study was to generate qualitative and
guantitative data on which social groups are visible in the
media coverage of active aging and related terms

Methods

News articles were gathered from two Canadian
p\wspapers, the Canadian newsstand a database of 300
adian newspapers and one US newspaper

gary Herald ( Canadian newspaper with local
lobe and Mail (Canadian newspaper with
and the New York Times (US newspaper
articles were downloaded from
Ablete through the University of
qds a Proguest database
algary webpage
yebpage

3. A content analysis for the downloaded articles was
conducted using Atlas.ti®, a qualitative research software
to Investigate the context of active aging coverage

Table 1: groups mentioned in media articles covering active aging' O
aging” OR '"'natural aging"” OR ""'mindful aging'" O
"‘aging well’”® OR "'longitudinal aging”™ OR

"'advanced

"*'successful aging™ O

AAA
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Results and Discussion
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*»* There were n= 4569 article on active aging and related
terms In the Canadian newsstand database; n=161 In
the Calgary Herald; n=149 in the Globe and Mail and
n=209 in the New York Times

‘*We conclude based on the results In Table 1 that
soclally disadvantaged groups such as disabled people
Indigenous people, immigrants and the poor ks

epresented In the media cQye
Indicating that newspapers are a problem for socially
disadvantaged groups
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