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Disabled people are underrepresented in sports on various
levels from participant [1-3] to leadership positions in the sport
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industry [4]. Although 12.4% of Canadians have disabilities injur* / y& . B s  GULTTRIP OR POWER YRIP?
only 1% of the memberships of National Sport Organizations defeat o | y * \ | .
[5]. The non inclusion of disabled people in mainstream sport handicap T Term [1955- | 1992- | 1996- | 2008- - B ) Hot Wheels

IS seen as one reason for ‘separate’ sports opportunities for 1991 | 1995 | 2007 | 2011 ] N\ e U
disabled people [6] . How media deals with the Paralympics disease X e N
nlays a big role in the participation of disabled people in sport
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Paralympics is one powerful influence on public
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;eisgebﬁﬁigt:t['%ns and atlitudes toward sport for people wit Jiic 11 courag® e In media the Paralympics are much less visible and
Given the important role of the media to transmit discourses to k4% -- underrepresented in comparison to the Olympics (Table 1). In

the public and the perception of importance of the NYT we

Special fact, the hit-count for the Vancouver Paralympics in NYT was
. . . ; . " 5 5 1 4 zero and it was as comparably low in the Canadian
chose to investigate a) the imagery of the Paralympics and its |tk ----- . . . .
. . L T Newsstand, despite Canada being the hosting nation.
athletes and competitive sport with people with disabilities b) bound P J J
the views and hopes of athletes with disabllities and c) the : —
visibility of athletes with disabilities through the lens of the j extraordin * NYT used extensively stereotypes (Table 3 & 4) to typecast
NYT f 1851 -t0d cripple® ary 1 3 athletes with disabilities as: charitable, vulnerable, supercrip,
1o ~0tay- o achieveme his/her own enemy, unable to participate in activities of daily
confine nt 3 1 2 4 living, liberation tools (such as wheelchair) as negative (i.e.
| overcome/ wheelchair ‘confined’ or ‘bound’).
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 Very few Paralympians were covered by name (Table 4 ).
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Y conquer™ ) 1 « Difference in coverage existed based on the label of

Paralympic 122 208 20,999 i 1 ) 3 Table 3. Visibility of supercrip stereotype impairment’ (Table 2).
Table 2. Visibility of stereotypes of Paralympians |exhibiting terms in NYT emphasizing

Olympic 162,208 38,267 570,099 remained throughout NYT downplaying the winning language and perceiving disability
competitive ness of Paralympics and its athletes. |as negative.

Paralympics 146 177 10,709
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the New York Times and the Canadian Newsstand (which MarlaRunyan | 7 [BrianMoKeever| 3 | Felenerines | 3 |ttt e e
composes 300 newspapers) is comparatively the same, resulting | Marlonshirley | 6 |*Natalya Partyka T Tonyniguez | 3 [Nt b A A
. Lt e . . : : recreational and high performance sport and sport education that
in far less visibility in print media coverage of Paralympic(s). | DennisOchler | 6 | Nkscandone | 3 | | 1 of participation
Increases the numbers and quality of participation in

Exper Imental A PpProac h:  ; o [ R performance and recreation sport and sport education for
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« N =42 articles highlighted that Paralympians wanted to
compete in the Olympics. The NYT discussed Paralympians
(N = 5) who competed in the Olympics.
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