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Last class…

We finished the major class features

 [±consonantal]

 [±sonorant]

 New feature

 [±lateral]



Today‟s agenda

 Finish [±lateral]

More assimilation

 New concept: dissimilation



Standard Castillian  Andalusian

[e.lo.so] [e.lo.so] ‘the bear’ (el 

oso)

[el.θo] [eɾ.θo] ‘the zoo’ (el zoo)

[al.baː.ka] [aɾ.baː.ka] ‘basil’

[pul.po] [puɾ.po] ‘octopus’



Korean liquids

mul „water‟ mal „horse‟

mulkama „place for water‟ malkama „place for horse‟

mure „at the water‟ mare „at the horse‟

pal „foot‟ səul „Seoul‟

pari „of the foot‟ rupi „ruby‟

ilkop „barber‟ ration „radio‟



Plural affix in Sundanese

/ar-anɟɨn/ aranɟɨn

PL-you

/ar-ajɨm/ arajɨm

PL-patient



Plural affix in Sundanese

/ar-poho/ p<ar>oho

PL-forget

/ar-damaŋ/ d<ar>amaŋ

PL-well (adj)

/ar-kusut/ k<ar>usut

PL-messy

/di-ar-visualisasi-kɨn/ div<ar>isualisasikɨn

pass-pl-visualize-vsuffix



Plural affix in Sundanese

/ar-lɨtik/ l<al>ɨtik

PL-little

/ar-ləga/ l<al>əga

PL-wide



[+lateral] assimilation

“When the /r/ of the 

infix is preceded by 

an /l/ in the previous 

syllable, the [+lateral] 

specification of the /l/ 

spreads to the right, 

with concomitant 

delinking of [–lateral].” 

(Cohn 1992:207) 

l -a r- ɨ t i k

l -a r- ə g a

 
[+lat] [–lat]

 
[+lat] [–lat]

 
[+lat] [–lat]
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Assimilation

l … r

 
[+lat] [–lat]

Source

segment
Target 

segment

Association 

line



Progressive vs. regressive

 In this case the feature ([+lateral]) 

spreads rightward, from one segment to 

a following one. This is therefore called 

progressive assimilation: one segment 

becomes more like a preceding one. 

 Regressive assimilation is when one 

segment becomes more like a following

one. 



Sundanese

spoken in 
West Java, 
Indonesia



Sundanese

Great surfing destination



Sundanese



Sundanese cont‟d

sing. pl.

kusut k-ar-usut ‘messy’

visualisasi v-ar-isualisasi ‘visualize’

damaŋ d-ar-amaŋ ‘well’(adj.)

poho p-ar-oho ‘forget’

ŋoplokŋ-ar-oplok ‘flopdown’

gɨlis g-ar-ɨlis ‘beautiful’

mahal m-ar-ahal ‘expensive’



Sundanese cont‟d

sing. pl.

lɨtik l-al-ɨtik ‘little’

ləga l-al-əga ‘wide’



Sundanese cont‟d

sing. pl.

dahar d-al-ahar ‘eat’

hormat h-al-ormat ‘respect’

pərcekap-al-ərceka‘handsome’

combrek c-al-ombrek ‘cold’

motret m-al-otret ‘takea picture’

bɨŋharb-al-ɨŋhar‘rich’



Dissimilation in Sundanese

b – ar – ɨŋhar

 
–lat       –lat

→ b – al  – ɨŋhar

  
–lat +lat –lat

bɨŋhar ‘rich’



Sundanese again…

 The French words raport „report‟ 

and directeur „director‟ are 

borrowed as lapor and dalektur in 

Sundanese. Can you explain 

this? 



Adjectival suffix in Latin

naːw-aːlis ‘naval’

semin-aːlis ‘seminal’

woːc-aːlis ‘vocal’

caus-aːlis ‘causal’

infinit-aːlis ‘negative’

mort-aːlis ‘mortal’

naːtur-aːlis ‘natural’



Adjectival suffix in Latin

soːl-aːris ‘solar’

luːn-aːris ‘lunar’

lati-aris ‘of Latium’

miːlit-aːris ‘military’

line-aːris ‘linear’

aliment-aːris ‘alimentary’ ??

popul-aːris ‘popular’

reːgul-aːris ‘regular’



Adjectival suffix in Latin

litor-aːlis ‘of the shore’

floːr-aːlis ‘floral’

sepulcr-aːlis ‘funereal’

litter-aːlis ‘literal, pertaining to letters’

later-aːlis ‘lateral’

pluːr-aːlis ‘plural’



Dissimilation 

nav-alis


+lat

lun -alis

  
+lat   +lat  –lat

f  l  o  r - a  l  i  s

  
+lat –lat  +lat



Latin dissimilation in Latin is sensitive only to contrastive 

values of [±lateral] (Calabrese 1995, Halle et al. 2000)

naw-alis

 
ïlat +lat

l  u n - a l i s

   
+lat –lat +lat  –lat

f  l  o  r - a  l  i  s

  
+lat –lat  +lat



Or: nonliquids are unspecified for [±lateral], i.e., they 

completely lack the feature [±lateral] (Steriade ‟87, ‟95)

nav-alis


+lat

lun -alis

  
+lat   +lat  –lat

f  l  o  r - a  l  i  s

  
+lat –lat  +lat



More Latin suffixes: -al/-ar

animal ‘animal’ kalkar ‘spur’

koklear ‘spoon’ exemplar ‘copy’

lakuːnar ‘type of ceiling’ luperkal ‘cave on Palatine hill’

pulwiːnar ‘type of couch’ toral ‘valance (of couch)’

torkular ‘wine press’ tribuːnal ‘tribunal’



Georgian

dan-uri ‘Danish’ asur-uli ‘Asyrrian’

somɢ-uri ‘Armenian’ ungr-uli ‘Hungarian’

Ӯerkôez-uli ‘Cherkessian’



English

 Do you consider the words plil or bror to 

be potential words in English? Try to find 

monomorphemes that begin with CLVL, 

where L represents identical liquids (two 

l‟s, or two r‟s).


