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[Today

[xupper regqister] (H/L) ctd.
o Contour tones ctd.

o Assimilation

o Downstep



[Contour tones

... are considered sequences of levels

falling: = + (HL)
rnsing. = + (LH)



[Standard Chinese

ma ‘mother’ H
ma ‘horse’ L
ma ‘hemp’ LH
ma ‘'scold’ HL



[Standard Chinese

ma ‘mother’ H
ma ‘horse’ L
ma ‘hemp’ LH
ma ‘'scold’ HL

Over 850 000 speakers...



[Tiv (Bantoid)

Spoken by
6 million In
Benue
State of
Nigeria



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/a/a8/NigeriaBenue.png

[Tiv (Bantoid)

L H ‘pond’
bér|e
HL ‘'seek!’
ke|rL
L HL ‘accepted’

e
ngohoro



[Tiv (Bantoid)

L H ‘pond’
bér
HL ‘'seek!’
ke|r
L HL ‘accepted’



[Tiv (Bantoid)

L H [ bér] “"pond’
N/

ber

H L [kér] ‘seek!’
N/

ker

LHL [ngohodfraccepted’

-
ngohor



[Efik (Cross River)

Spoken by
2 million,
especially in
Cross River
State of
Nigeria



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/7/72/NigeriaCrossRiver.png

[Efik (Cross River)

H L H
]

ke + ubom “1'n the canoe’

H L L
.

ke + urua “I'n the mar ket



[Efik (Cross River)

HLH
|

kK + ubom “I'n t he canoe’

HLL

K + urua “I'n the mar ket



[Efik (Cross River)

H L H
]

kK + ubom “I'n t he canoe’

H L L
S

k + urua “I'n the mar ket



[Efik (Cross River)

HLH
N

kubom “I'n t he canoe’

HL L
N

kurua “I'n the mar ket



Yoruba
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[Yoruba

4

ala S al a “dr eam’

igba — Igb a ‘'gardeg’

] Orub&da Jjorubayoruba’

okuta- okuta ‘stone’



[Yoruba

rara - rara el egy’
t 1 [ a >t i ] a ‘'t eache
€lede - €led€ "pl g’
kpatako - kpatako "hoof’

damkpar a damkp ar a f y@atws '’



[Yoruba

aburo - abur6 ‘yousg®t |

takada > takadpaper’



[Yoruba: Progressive tonal assimilation

L H H L

~ ~
~ ~
~ ~
~ ~
~ ~
~ ~
~ ~

cv CV cv CV



[Igbo

= Spoken by 35 million, especially in Nigeria



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0a/LocationNigeria.svg

[Igbo

Ezeéct  akhwa Ez& ‘ chi ef
Chief carry eggs

‘ T ltheef was carryinge g g s’

Uwact  akhwa Uwa (a name)

Uwa carry eggs

* Uwnas carryinge g g S



[Igbo
Ek wéct  akhwa Ekwé (a name)
Chief carry eggs

E k was carryinge g g S’

Adhé&  akhwa Adha (a name)
Adha carry eggs

‘ Adwaa carryinge g g S’



[Igbo

TP

PN
AM
AN

T DP

Ekwe c1 akhwa

N\
N
N
N
N\
N

H H L L H

Qy



[Dschang

Spoken by 300,000
around Dschang, In
West Cameroon


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d8/CM-Dschang.png

[Dschang: “downstep”
[san & san ] ‘“bird of bird’
[san ' san ] ‘ b ioffbd r d’

[san'san'san'san ...] * b iofrbidd of bird of bird ...’



[Dschang: “downstep”
H L H
.

s ges an



[Dschang: “downstep”



[Dschang: “downstep”

[san ! san]



[Dschang: “downstep”
HLHLHLH
| ] |
Sg§ sansg san

[san 'son'san'son ]



[Dschang: “downstep”
HLHLHLH
| L |
Sg§ sanNnsg Ssan

[san 'son'san'son ]



[Dschang: “downstep”
HLHLHLH
| ] |
Sg§ sansg san

[san 'son'san'son ]



[Dschang: “downstep”
HLHLHLH
| L |
Sg§ sanNnsg Ssan

[san 'son'san'son ]



[Dschang: “downstep”
HLHLHLH
| L |
Sg§ sanNnsg Ssan

[san 'son'san'son ]



[Dschang: “downstep”
HLHLHLH
| ] |
Sg§ sansg san

[san 'son'san'son ]



[Tiv (Bantoid)

iwa gl "t here are
dogs be
iwa "gi ' jévese ‘'t he dogs

dogs be fleeing



[Tiv (Bantoid)

|’wé "t here are

dogs be

iwéjévésé "t he dogs

dogs be fleeing



[Tiv (Bantoid)

kasev ™ba ‘'t her e ar e
women be
kasév ™ba 'ga ‘'t her e ar €

women be not



[Tiv (Bantoid)

késév‘there ar e

women be

kasevga "t here ar e

women be no



[Tiv (Bantoid)

un‘inla ™ba “t here ar e
horses be
mba' van ‘"t hey' ' re ¢

be coming



[Tiv (Bantoid)

L‘mi‘lnié ‘"there are

horses be

vén "t hey' ' re

be coming



[Downstep In Tiv

H L
N

Mha



[Downstep In Tiv

H L
\

mba\




[Downstep In Tiv

H L H
N

Mba ga



[Downstep In Tiv ]

H L H
AV

mba\ ga




[Downstep In Tiv

H L H
AV

Mba ga



[Downstep In Tiv

H L H
AV SR

Imba\ ga




[Downstep In Tiv

H L H
\ \

Mba ga



[Downstep In Tiv

H L H
| \

Mba ga




[Downstep In Tiv ]

H L H
| \

Mba ga




[Downstep In Tiv

H L H
| \

Mba ga

N
H




[Downstep In Tiv ]

H L H
| \

Mba ga
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[Anufo (Ghana)

b ol “i'ron’
i bu'lali “ hiison
bwli ki “‘ome on’

af bali'w o o d y ofplyironist her

ji: nb&E'lali ni ‘thatn’



[Anufo (Ghana)

H L

|
CV CV CV



[Anufo (Ghana)

H L HL
I

“hi1l s

b u I

G

|l T on’



[Anufo (Ghana)

H L H L
| ]
Il b u I

a

‘his I r on'’



[Anufo (Ghana)

H L HL
I

“hi1l s

b u I

G

|l T on’



[Anufo (Ghana)

“hi1l s

b u I

G

|l T on’



[Anufo (Ghana)

“hi1l s

b u I

G

|l T on’



[Anufo (Ghana)

H H L
l\®\\

“hi1l s

b u I

G

|l T on’



[Anufo (Ghana)

H H L
N®H
| b U

i bU'lali

“hi1 s 1 ron’

G



[Anufo (Ghana)
L H L

N

b u |

one

a

L

|l T on’



[Anufo (Ghana)

L H L L
.
b u | & O

‘onel r on'’



[Anufo (Ghana)
L H L

N

b u |

one

a

L

|l T on’



[Anufo (Ghana)

L H L
BN
b u I

one

a

L

|l T on’



[Anufo (Ghana)

L L
S
e |

L H
™
b u

‘one |1 ron’



[Anufo (Ghana)

L H
\l\®

b u | «

one

L

|l T on’



[Anufo (Ghana)

L H
\@
b u I

b ol i

one

a

L

kK G

|l T on’



[Anufo (Ghana)



[Anufo (Ghana)
H L L H L H L
[ N R O
a mb u | WO d 2

‘'your (pl.) iron is there’



[Anufo (Ghana)



[Anufo (Ghana)



[Anufo (Ghana)



[Anufo (Ghana)



[Anufo (Ghana)



[Anufo (Ghana)

L H LH
| |
| .



[Anufo (Ghana)

LH LH L L
N

] 1 . bnue I oni

thatt r on’



[Anufo (Ghana)

L H LH
| |
.

j 1 n



[Anufo (Ghana)

LH LH L L
S S
] 1 ne li ni

“that 17

0,

b u

n ]



[Anufo (Ghana)
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[Anufo (Ghana)

I N
] 1 ne li ni
t hat | r on



[Anufo (Ghana)

H H L
I\CD\\G> _\
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