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As Co-director of the Pharmacovigilance Program, Dr. Barr is involved in research on the effectiveness 

and safety of biologic agents for rheumatoid arthritis in usual clinical practice. In collaboration with 

colleagues in Edmonton, this work has expanded to a Province-wide program under the Alberta Biologics 

for Inflammatory Arthritis Research Initiative. She is also involved in collaborative research with the 

Canadian Network for Improved Outcomes in Systemic Lupus Erythematosus (CaNIOS) ongoing 

multicentre studies, including malignancy in lupus and the genetic and environmental risk factors for 

lupus. In addition, Dr. Barr is interested in access to health services and has directed the successful 

implementation of the Central Referral and Triage in Rheumatology (CReATe Rheum) Program, with the 

goal of having the right patient see the right physician at the right time. This is of critical importance for 

patients with early inflammatory arthritis and this program has aided in the development of our Early 

Arthritis Clinic and other Specialty Clinics. 
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Investigator 
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Administration and the 

Canadian Arthritis 

Network 

Rheumatoid arthritis: Comparison of active 

therapies in patients with active disease 

despite methotrexate therapy (RACAT) 

ongoing 

 Alberta Health Biologics pharmacovigilance program: 

Monitoring the safety and effectiveness of 

biologic agents for the treatment of systemic 

rheumatic diseases 

ongoing 
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