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The Role and Capacity of Health
Regions in Addressing the Non-Medical
Determinants of Health

PRESENTED BY

Jim Frankish, PhD

Senior Scholar, Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research
Acting Director, Institute of Health Promotion Research, UBC
Associate Professor, College for Interdisciplinary Studies, UBC

The Canadian health system is undergoing reform. Over the past decade, a prominent trend
has been creation of health regions. This structural shift is concurrent with a greater emphasis
on population health and the broad determinants of health. In parallel, there is a movement
toward more intersectoral collaboration. Dr. Frankish will report on a national exploratory study
that was done to determine the self-reported level of internal action (within regional health
authorities) and intersectoral collaboration around ten determinants of health by regional
health authorities across Canada. The survey provides the first Canadian snapshot of health
regions’ activities in relation to the broad range of non-medical determinants of health. The
data set is a useful baseline for future progress, and for beginning deeper analyses of specific
areas of action and intersectoral collaboration. Dr. Frankish will discuss their implications for
policy, practice, and research.

Tuesday, April 24, 2007, 12:00 - 1:00 PM
Health Sciences Centre, Room G382, 3330 Hospital Drive NW, Calgary
No registration required for attendance in Calgary.

Edmonton Video Conferencing  Available through TeleHealth

University of Alberta Hospital Please contact the TeleHealth Site Coordinator
Room 5C1.19 in your area for availability/registration. To

8205 - 114 Street, Edmonton register your site, ask your coordinator to
Registration required for contact Darryl Jaskow, Regional Telehealth,
attendance in this location; please Royal Alexandra Hospital, djaskow@cha.ab.ca at
e-mail jaclyn.dobbe@ualberta.ca. least TWO days prior to the session.

Hosted by the Markin Institute at the University of Calgary and the Centre for Health Promotion
Studies in the School of Public Health at the University of Alberta in partnership with the Alberta
Healthy Living Network. This seminar is available through TeleHealth with the generous support of
the Public Health Agency of Canada and Capital Health.




